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35 days' rations for 40 British ranks (armoured
cars, etc.), and
88 cases of petrol.
These supplies were to be replenished by regular
convoys once every ten days, and it was contem-
plated that the column, which would have a ten
days' radius of action from its desert base, would
be able to cut the railway between Deraa and
Damascus and keep it cut for an indefinite period.
I mopped my brow as soon as I had got this off
my chest, and turned with renewed vigour to my
struggles with Ali Bey. I was rather pleased with
my scheme, which seemed quite watertight and
likely to lead to great things. But I was to suffer
one or two rude shocks. Actually while the scheme
was being prepared and before it was sent off, a
telegram came from " Hedgehog" announcing
that there was to be a stunt. There were in fact
to be two stunts. A detachment of the Imperial
Camel Corps, a British unit of General Allenby's
army, was to march across to Akaba from Beer-
sheba and to attack the station of Mudawwara,
sixty-five miles south of Maan. They were then to
march to Jafar and Bair and make descents upon
the line north of Maan. Joyce had been com-
mitted to putting out dumps of forage and rations
for them at Rum, on the way to Mudawwara, and
at Jafar and Bair. Had he not over two thousand
camels at his disposal, and could not almost un-
limited convoy work be done with these useful
animals ?
Joyce and I were in despair. He sent an urgent
telegram accepting the Mudawwara stunt, but
urging strongly that the other should be given up.